




Avon Park – Home of Classic Caladiums



InsuranceNo insurance

The whole farm is planted on 8” raised plastic beds to ensure crop safety during a 
weather event 



2.5 Acres of Idea Gardens in Avon  Park



Dr. Robert D. Hartman, Ph.D.
President
Classic Caladiums, LLC



Micropropagation – Selected Clones

Some of the caladium varieties have been vegetatively propagated for more than 150 
years.  
To ensure that our customers are receiving true to name vigorous tubers Classic 
Caladiums employs a certification program to make sure our starting stock, based on the 
results of specific tests, is of the highest quality.  Classic certifies its starting stock to be; 
1) true to name 2) free of specific diseases and 3) rejuvenated.

Virus Indexing – Keeps Original Vigor & Color





Proven Winners 
Heart to Heart 

Caladiums
• All de-eyed and painted bulbs

• Planting instructions English & Spanish

• Winterized boxing- Temp control 
trucking

• Instant & Long-lasting color

• Combo component Thriller to Filler

• Excellent in Shade or Sun

• Not a water hog

• Displays on carts for good shelf life

• Versatility, Unique and Different - a Win 
for Consumers





Painting bulbs with non-toxic paint allows for rapid 
and accurate bulb orientation during the potting 
process. 
Painting provides:
• Increase throughput on the potting line
• Bench row running when shipping
• Less shrink at retail due to better proportioned 

pots







Opportunities 



Prefinished Program – Shipping from 
Avon Park, FL



Va Va Violet :
 The first ever lilac to purple color variety of caladium



Colors to fit any pallet





Easy to Produce Production Crops



• Always in Color

• No Leaf drop

• No Bloom Drop

• Colorful display 

• Unique patterns

• Minimal watering 



Predictable 

quality

 process 



MESMERIZED
HOT FLASH

LEMON BLUSH



Blushing Bride



Blushing Bride has 
many uses &        
colors



Heart and 
Soul



2022
White Wonder Raspberry Moon



2023

Scarlet Flame



2024

Lemon Blush



2025

Blushing Bride



2026

Chinook



2026



2025



New this year!! Proven Winners, Heart to 
Heart; Crème Brule!



• Crème veining is consistent

• Reddish-bronze highlights

• Large heart shape foliage

• Best in part sun or shade

• Great for thriller or filler

• Great fall color mono or combo

Crème 
Brulee



Creme Brulee 







New this year!! Proven Winners, Heart to 
Heart; Midnight Oil!



Midnight Oil 



Midnight Oil 

❖ Loves the full sun

❖ Better in the full sun

❖ Thai blood (thicker foliage)

❖ Black appearance

❖ Wider leaves full 10 to 15in 

❖ Great filler or groundcover

❖ New combo look 



6.5in container 10in container  

Midnight Oil 









FALL



FALL



Our Partner Disneyworld builds Caladium Trees with our varieties.



White Wonder- thriller, filler, sun or shade



Many uses & applications will boost sell-thru

White Wonder Bottle Rocket



Showing the versatility of the Heart-to-Heart 
collection, these photos had over 2,000 
Facebook likes within hours of posting

Bottle 
Rocket

White 
Wonder



Predictable Performance

Scarlet 
Flame White Wonder



Named Recipes, Provided through Proven Winners



The unique “Wow” 
Factor  No other 

plant in the 
industry has 

instant color and 
last all Summer!!



I’ve spoken a lot 
about unique and 
different and 
staying relevant….
If we could get 
away with doing 
the same thing 
over and over and 
be successful, 
there would be no 
need for M & M’s 
to reinvent 
themselves…



Deck the Halls with Proven Winners, Heart to Heart Christmas Caladiums!



• Great supplement for the season of Christmas 

• Stunning foliage patterns 

• Several unique holiday colors

• Unique ornament tag shape

• Crop time advantages for grower

• Using cooler stored bulbs 



Christmas Caladiums



It does not stop here, We have had numerous partners; after 
seeing these photos, saying “we can do that”!

This supplier has already submitted next years order, and it 
has doubled!!

This is the FUTURE!!





Upright Elephant Ear Production at our Florida farm





Ideas  & Concepts





Dallas Arboretum



WHEN YOU WANT TO GO FAST GO ALONE, 
WHEN YOU WANT TO GO FAR, GO TOGETHER!

-UNKNOWN



▪ Very strong foliage and branching

▪ Bold green coloring 

▪ Better pronounced serration or lacy foliage 

▪ Great in Full sun and partial shade (tolerates shade)

▪ Upright & compact habit

▪ Great for combos or monoculture 

▪ Patios and landscapes…..game changer for containers  

▪ Liners or (bulbs?) for 8in, 10in, 12in & 16in plus containers

▪ Unique look in Proven Winners combos

Emerald Isle 
Alocasia 



Retired Vaughn 
Fletcher of  Vaughn’s 

sees potential for 
combos

Proven Winners 
Only! Patented 

Emerald Isle
Alocasia 



Alocasia Emerald Aisle



Stages - Emerald Isle(Grown in Central Florida)

1. 4.5” Starter Young Plant
2. 1g  2-3 wks after planting 4.5”
3. 1g  4-5 wks after planting 4.5”
4. 2g  7-8 wks after planting 4.5”
 **Clay Wallace is 6’5” 

1 2

3

3 4 Portora Alocasia Calidora Alocasia



Regular common 
Alocasia 

Emerald Isle 
Alocasia  

Emerald 
Isle 

Alocasia  

Common Colocasia
Regular elephant 

ear

Comparisons?



Emerald Isle Alocasia 



Perfect for 1.00-G and 2.00-G 
Production



Works well within Combination Planters or in the Landscape!



Emerald Isle Alocasia 



Be My  Calla Collection  



Why Be My  Calla?
• Newest and greatest hand selected genetics

• Bolder, non-fading colors

• Larger bloom size than existing varieties

• Long lasting continuous flowers

• Larger bulb size with more eyes, for a more robust crop 
and more flower stems 

• Attractive maculated foliage

• Multiple uses:  garden beds, upright containers, indoor 
décor, cut flower, thoughtful gift

• Ideal for Mother’s Day, late Spring through Fall Decorating

• Multi-faceted Opportunity:  the ideal indoor décor item 
for homes and offices

• Backed by the Proven Winners brand and 10-Billion 
Consumer Marketing Impressions







Somebody has 
got to take the 

lead?

Thank 
You!!





Who am I, and why are you listening?

• Why you’re listening…great question! But I hope to educate 
and give a little inspiration in this short session.

• 8-year high school teacher of all things hands-on…I was a 
DOING teacher.

• 3rd generation auger manufacturer, and 6th generation grain 
farmer.
• Manage 10-15 employees

• Grown auger company 4,400% percent since taking over in 2015, 
including internationally. 

• More than anything else, husband of Lisa, and father to 4 
amazing kids (Ainsley, Luke, Kate, and Henry)!



Now…the fun stuff!
Show of Hands….



An Auger vs a Shovel is SCIENCE!!
This is you for every install!



This is an auger! We slice…you jab and poke



But this is Southern Illinois/Missouri….



12” 12”

4 sizes to choose from:



Twist ‘n Plant PRO



Heavy Duty Pilot Hole Auger and AR-500 
Steel Blades help in tough soil

All are available through ProvenWinners.com





Only for Planting? NO! 
• Termite Bait Station Installs

• Lighting installation around trees/shrubs

• Beach Umbrella Install

• Post Holes/Deck Footings

• Mixing mortar for Hardscapes

• Boring for sleeves under a sidewalk 
• (irrigation, gas, and lighting)!

• Deep root aerate/fertilize trees



Don’t take our word for it…ask these 
folks what they think…
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