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COMMON LANDSCAPE ISSUES OF THE MIDWEST

Why these topics?

ÅDeer Resistant

ÅPoor Drainage/Wet Clay Soils

ÅFull Sun/Salt Tolerant

ÅFull shade (dry)

ÅLow Maintenance/Low water needs
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DEER RESISTANT
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²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ά5ŜŜǊ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘέ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎΚ   

ÅDeer-resistant: plants are less preferred, not immune

ÅPressure matters: In areas with high deer populations or 
limited food, deer will eat almost anything

ÅSeasonal browsing: Damage increases in late winter/early 
spring when food is scarce

ÅYoung plants are more vulnerable than established ones.
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DEER RESISTANT

Why Deer Avoid Certain Plants

ÅStrong fragrance (aromatic foliage)

ÅBitter or toxic sap

ÅFuzzy, leathery, or spiny leaves

ÅThick or coarse textures
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'Firefly Red Pop'

DEER RESISTANT

Perennials

Å Lavender

Å Russian sage (Perovskia)

Å Yarrow (Achillea)

Å Catmint (Nepeta)

Å Hummingbird Mint (Agastache)

Å Coneflower (Echinacea) 
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Common Deer-Resistant Plants Sweet Romance®

'Firefly Red Pop' 'Cat's Meow'

Meant to Bee  'Royal Raspberry' Sombrero® Fuchsia Fandango
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DEER RESISTANT

Shrubs

Å Boxwood (Buxus)

Å Juniper

Å Deutzia

Å Spirea

Å Lilac (Syringa)

Å Barberry (Berberis)

6

Common Deer-Resistant Plants
Sprinter® Montana Moss®

Cherry Blossom® Double Play Dolly®

Scentara® Double Blue Sunjoy Neo®
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DEER RESISTANT

Trees

Å Ginkgo

Å Kentucky Coffee Tree (Gymnocladus)

Å Honey locust (Gleditsia)

Å River birch (Betula)

Å {ŜǾŜƴ {ƻƴΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ όHeptacodium)

Groundcovers

Å Pachysandra

Å Vinca

Å Ajuga

7

Common Deer-Resistant Plants

Temple Of Bloom®

'Chocolate Chip'
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DEER RESISTANT

Å Hosta

Å Arborvitae (Thuja)

Å Daylilies (Hemerocallis)

Å Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia)

Å Yew (Taxus)

Proactive measures to discourage deer activity

Å Burlap

Å Deer Scram/Garlic Spray
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Plants Deer Commonly Prefer
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POOR DRAINAGE/WET CLAY SOILS

Why is this an issue? 

ÅHeavy clay soils common in the Midwest retain excess moisture, 

leading to poor drainage, root stress, and increased disease 

pressure.

ÅCreate prolonged wet conditions that limit oxygen availability and 

plant performance.

ÅResults in compaction and standing water after rain events.
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'Firefly Red Pop'

POOR DRAINAGE/WET CLAY SOILS

Perennials

Å Joe Pye Weed (Eutrochium)

Å False Indigo (Baptisia)

Å Iris

Å Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia)

Å Bee Balm (Monarda)

Å Astillbe
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'Little Joe'

'Variegata' 'American Gold Rush'

'Pardon My Rose' 'Visions'

'Lemon Meringue'
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'Firefly Red Pop'

POOR DRAINAGE/WET CLAY SOILS

Shrubs

Å Buttonbush (Cephalanthus)

Å Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra)

Å Red Twig Dogwood (Cornus)

Å Winterberry (Ilex)

Å Virginia Sweetspire (Itea)

Å Chokeberry (Aronia)
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Sugar Shack®

Arctic Fire® Red Berry Poppins®

Fizzy Mizzy® Low Scape Mound®

Sugartina®
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'Firefly Red Po
p'

POOR DRAINAGE/WET CLAY SOILS

Trees

Å Bald Cypress (Taxodium)

Å Weeping Willow (Salix)

Å Swamp White Oak (Quercus)

Å Black Tupelo (Nyssa)

Groundcover

Å Sweet Woodruff (Galium)

Å Wild Ginger (Asarum)
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Taxodium distichum

Galium ordoratum Asarum canadense
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FULL SUN/SALT TOLERANT

Typical Problem Areas 

ÅStreet edges and parkways

ÅDriveways and sidewalks

ÅCommercial entrances and parking lots

ÅSnow storage and plow zones
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'Firefly Red Pop'

FULL SUN/SALT TOLERANT

Å Salt spray and salt-laden runoff

Å Soil compaction and low organic matter

Å High heat and reflected light

Å Drought stress during summer months
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Plant Stress Factors
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FULL SUN/SALT TOLERANT
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Perennials

Å Cheddar Pinks (Dianthus)

Å Butterfly Weed (Asclepias)

Å Beardtongue (Penstemon)

Å Sea Pink (Armeria)

Å Red Hot Poker (Kniphofia)

Å Switchgrass (Panicum)

Fruit Punch® 'Classic Coral Asclepias tuberosa

'Midnight Masquerade' Vivid Dreams

Pyromania® 'Hot and Cold'Prairie Winds® 'Totem Pole
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FULL SUN/SALT TOLERANT
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Shrubs

ÅRose of Sharon (Hibiscus)

ÅFalse Cypress (Chamaecyparis)

Å Chinese Juniper

Å {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǘ όIȅǇŜǊƛŎǳƳύ

Å Fragrant Sumac (Rhus)

Å Korean Lilac (Syringa)

Lil' Kim® Haywire

Gin Fizz® 'Gemo'
'
'

'Gro-Low' 'Palibin'
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FULL SUN/SALT TOLERANT
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Trees

Å Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus)

Å London Planetree (Platanus)

Å Bur Oak (Quercus)

Groundcover

ÅCreeping Phlox

ÅStonecrop (Sedum)

ÅCreeping Juniper

'Idyllwild'

 'Blue Chip'
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'Firefly Red Pop'

FULL SHADE (DRY)

Å Large mature trees compete heavily for water and 

nutrients

Å Dense canopy blocks rainfall and sunlight

Å Soils are often compacted clay

Å Many popular plants fail without supplemental 

irrigation
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Why This Is a Challenge?
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FULL SHADE (DRY)
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Å Tolerates low light

Å Competes well with tree roots

Å Handles inconsistent moisture

Å Adaptable to Midwest freezeςthaw cycles

Plant Characteristics Needed for Success


